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Background information

Sustainable fisheries need transparency!
Marine fisheries have become a critical resource fulfilling the economic, food security, and nutrition
needs of millions of people around the world. For millennia those that dedicated themselves to
fishing either for family consumption, recreational interest or as a commercial activity needed not to
worry about the sustainable management of this natural resource. Fish stocks replenished themselves with ease. That is not the case anymore.
The global COVID-19 pandemic has struck at a time when the ocean was already under increasing
threat from myriad impacts, including climate change, pollution and overfishing. According to the
latest report on the ‘State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2020’ from the Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), more than 34 per cent of global fish stocks are already
fished at biologically unsustainable levels.
Despite the widely shared understanding of the need to achieve sustainably managed marine
fisheries, many fisheries are still poorly managed, resulting in the overexploitation of stocks and
significant socio-economic loss, creating a poverty trap of declining stocks and decreasing revenues.
While there are many aspects to achieve sustainable fisheries, the public availability of credible
information is critical. But it has not been a priority! Many governments are not disclosing even
basic information on their fisheries sector, such as laws, permits, fish agreements, stock assessments,
financial contributions, catch data, and subsidies. Also, not all companies are reliably reporting on
catch volumes, fishing practices and payments to governments. Furthermore, the data that is already
publicly available is too often incomplete, dated, unverified, or not readily accessible, affecting the
capacity of governments to manage their marine fisheries efficiently and sustainably, as well as the
ability for effective oversight and accountability.

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), State of the World Fisheries Report 2010

Addressing these shortcomings and contributing to sustainable fisheries management was a key
motivator in establishing the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI).

About the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI)
Initiated by the government of Mauritania in 20151 the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) was
established as a distinctive effort that catalyses, complements and supports other national, regional
and global efforts for achieving responsible fisheries governance.
The Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) is a global multi-stakeholder partnership that seeks to
increase transparency and participation for a more sustainable management of marine fisheries.
By making fisheries management more transparent and inclusive, the FiTI promotes informed
public debates on fisheries policies and supports the long-term contribution of the sector to
national economies and the well-being of citizens and businesses that depend on a healthy
marine environment.
At the heart of the initiative lies the FiTI
Standard2, an internationally recognised
framework that defines for the first time
what kind of information on fisheries
management should be published online by
the national authorities.
Through annual assessments, countries
increase the quality and accessibility of
national
fisheries
information
and
demonstrate their commitments to
improved fisheries governance and
sustainability.
Yet, it is not only the availability of information that counts; it is also essential that it is accessible and
that citizens have the assurance that the information provided is credible. This challenge is unlikely
to be met by a single actor or a stakeholder group alone. Instead, it needs a collective effort by all
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The “Nouakchott Declaration on Transparency and Sustainable Development in Africa” (20 January 2015)
announced the creation of a new global transparency initiative for fisheries.
The FiTI Standard was developed under the guidance of an International Advisory Group over the course of two years
(May 2015 to April 2017). This high-level multi-stakeholder group consisted of renowned fisheries and governance
experts from governments, international development agencies, large-scale companies as well as small-scale fishing
associations, and civil society. The FiTI Standard was officially launched at the 2nd International FiTI Conference on 27
April 2017 in Bali / Indonesia.

relevant stakeholders to incorporate a variety of perspectives and enhance transparency and trust
over time.
Consequently, the FiTI is not owned or operated by one organisation, nor does it represent the work
of a single interest group. Instead, the diversity of different stakeholders is a central feature of how
the FiTI works, for national implementations as well as international governance. Consequently, the
FiTI has been established as a global multi-stakeholder partnership – where all those that hold a
stake in fisheries – collaborate together.

Additional information about the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI):
Video: Sustainable fisheries need transparency

Video: The FiTI Standard

https://youtu.be/VfDor0kbfK0

https://youtu.be/arvdShhQTJU



Coastal Countries: Sustainable marine fisheries through transparency and multi-stakeholder
participation (http://fisheriestransparency.org/about-the-initiative)



transparency Briefs ‘tBriefs’ (http://fisheriestransparency.org/tbrief-series)

About the Seychelles’ 1st report to the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI)
Seychelles, an island group in the western Indian Ocean, comprises of 115 islands spread over an
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 1.37 million km2. Despite having a land mass of just 455 km2,
Seychelles is a large oceanic state, and a major player in the global tuna industry, with Port Victoria
one of the busiest industrial fishing ports in the Western Indian Ocean.
Seychelles has been collaborating with the FiTI since 2015. Transparency has become a cornerstone
of the country’s endeavours to transit towards a sustainable ocean economy; and it is a core principle
of the country’s ‘Blue Economy: Strategic Policy Framework and Roadmap’ (2018-2030).

Seychelles is now the first country in the world to submit its report to the FiTI, covering information
relevant for the calendar year 2019. While this is already remarkable – in particular given the
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic – the process of how this was achieved is even more
noteworthy. Transparency needs trust in order to be effective. Information needs to be seen as fair,
unbiased and not serving a certain political agenda or business interests.
Consequently, this report was produced through a collective effort by the Seychelles’ National MultiStakeholder Group, a group comprising of 12 members, equally representing government, industrial
and small-scale fishing and civil society. Together, this group is responsible for this report and how
the FiTI is implemented in Seychelles.
The purpose of this report is threefold:
1)

To SUMMARISE KEY INFORMATION ON SEYCHELLES’ FISHERIES SECTOR in order to increase
public understanding and appreciation of it.

2)

To ASSESS SEYCHELLES’ LEVEL OF COMPLIANCE against the 12 transparency requirements of
the FiTI Standard.

3)

o

AVAILABILITY: Has the information been collated at all by the government?

o

ACCESSIBILITY: Is the information published on a government website and freely accessible?

o

COMPLETENESS: Is the published information seen as complete by the National MultiStakeholder Group?

To PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS to Seychelles’ national authorities on how the publication of
information can be further improved.

Notable transparency observations from Seychelles 1st FiTI Report:
A large amount of data on Seychelles’ fisheries sector is collated by national
authorities – but often not published online
As part of this FiTI Report, previously unpublished information is now available
online (e.g. fishing agreement with Mauritius, status of fish stocks, license holders for sea
cucumber fishery)

Procedures for beneficial ownership transparency in fisheries sector in progress
Crucial information is still not available to the public, such as:
o

Private fishing access agreements

o

Registry for large-scale fishing vessels

o

Information on fisheries subsidies to the large-scale fishing sector (if any)

Published catch information from large-scale and small-scale fisheries is seen as
incomplete
The FiTI Report also highlights
34 recommendations by the
Seychelles’ FiTI National MultiStakeholder Group on how to
further
strengthen
the
country’s
leadership
in
fisheries transparency.
Seychelles’ next assessment
(due by end of 2021) will review the implementation progress of these recommendations.

The Report can be downloaded here:
http://www.sfa.sc/index.php/doc/publications/fiti-reports/summary/33-fiti-reports/111seychelles-1stfiti-report-20210416

About the FiTI Report Launch Forum | Hotel ‘Eden Bleu’, Seychelles | 16 April 2021


The Launch Forum was attended by the President of the Republic of Seychelles, Mr Wavel
Ramkalawan, the Designated Minister and Minister of Fisheries and Blue Economy, Mr JeanFrançois Ferrari, as well as around 50 members of the government, the diplomatic corps and
national stakeholders within the fisheries sector. Around 30 people also followed the event live
on YouTube.



During the event, a number of high-level congratulatory messages were shown:



o

Mr Peter Thomson, United Nations Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean
https://youtu.be/w0yp7fWl8rg

o

Ms Idah Pswarayi-Riddihough, Country Director, Mozambique, Madagascar, Mauritius,
Comoros and Seychelles, Eastern and Southern Africa, The World Bank
https://youtu.be/Sxe2Uko-EWM

o

Dr Nicholas Hardman-Mountford, Head of Oceans and Natural Resources, The
Commonwealth Secretariat https://youtu.be/xYJXYAeiPq4

o

Dr Valeria Merino, Chair of International Board, Fisheries Transparency Initiative
https://youtu.be/6ux6qUgi_aw

o

Mr Audun Lem, Deputy-Director, Fisheries Division, Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) https://youtu.be/Q9hFmqZt1Cs

The Launch Forum was financially supported by PROBLUE.

Additional information


Seychelles conducted the assessment against the full set of the 12 transparency requirements
of the FiTI Standard, instead of only the minimum first six requirements.



The FiTI does not expect countries to have complete data for every transparency requirement
from the beginning. Instead, public authorities must disclose the information they have, and
where important gaps exist, they must demonstrate improvements over time.



Seychelles’ first FiTI Report is not an end in itself; it is an opportunity to take stock against an
internationally recognised transparency framework to start a conversation with stakeholders.



In the future, such a report will be published on an annual basis, including comparisons with
previous years and a monitoring of progress against committed recommendations.



This report does not substitute or duplicate existing efforts by national authorities, such as
the Seychelles Fishing Authority’s Annual Report or its fisheries statistics. Instead, the FiTI
emphasises the need for national authorities to develop and strengthen their own systems for
collating and publishing information online in a complete and accessible manner. The focus is
therefore on summarising the status and levels of transparency on core aspects of Seychelles’
marine fisheries sector.



The impact of the FiTI Report depends on how this information is used and on the willingness
of decision-makers to listen to the ideas and concerns of stakeholders on how marine fisheries
should be managed.

