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In her first monthly coordination meeting with the management team of the Foreign
Affairs Department (FAD), the Principal Secretary, Ambassador Vivianne Fock Tave
outlined the roadmap for the work of the Department for the year 2022. The three main
points discussed were:
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FAD’s Work Plan

Staff Capacitation

Ambassador Fock Tave emphasized on
the importance of working in line with
FAD’s Strategic Plan to achieve the
country’s Foreign Policy Objectives.
She added that the Key Priority Areas of
the Strategic Plan should guide Heads of
Divisions and Units in designing the
appropriate divisional Work Plan, taking
into account FAD’s Medium Term
Expenditure Strategies (MTES) for 20222024.

Ambassador Fock Tave expressed that staff
capacitation is crucial in improving FAD’s
effectiveness. In view of the limited financial resources, emphasis is being put on
bilateral and in-house training. In-house
training is currently being provided by
FAD’s consultants, Mr. Adoulaye Sylla,
expert in French language, and Ambassador
Alain Butler-Payette, a seasoned diplomat
with a world of knowledge and experience
in diplomacy. Training in Protocol Etiquette will also be provided by FAD’s Protocol team. Training in HR practices is also
scheduled for the management team.

FAD’s Key Priority Areas
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Harnessing opportunities from
international relations;
Enhancing international partnerships
and diplomatic relations;
Consolidating Seychelles' leadership
role in niche areas; and
Building staff capacity and providing
vital resources to effectively discharge
the mission.

Our most valuable asset—Our
staff
-Page 08

Follow us:
@SeychellesDFA
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Engaging with MDAs
Ambassador Fock Tave informed of the
need to engage more with MDAs to better
coordinate resources received and monitor
the implementation of projects and
programs financed by international
partners.

The FAD Team At Work
The Principal Secretary co-chairs Virtual High
Level Steering Committee Meeting

Consular and Diaspora Affairs Division pushes
through with the Diaspora Project

Principal Secretary, Ambassador Fock Tave co-chairing the 3rd High Level
Steering Committee Meeting for EPA

Cabo Verde and Seychelles exchanges in Diaspora related issues

The Consular and Diaspora Affairs Division hosted a
virtual meeting with its counterparts in Cabo Verde to
exchange experience on diaspora related issues.

Ambassador Vivianne Fock Tave, Principal Secretary of
FAD and National Authorising Officer for EU dossier,
together with Ambassador Vincent Degert, Head of the
European Union Delegation based in Mauritius, cochaired the 3rd virtual high level Steering Committee
Meeting for the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
Programme under the 11th European Development Fund
(EDF).

As FAD is strengthening its Diaspora Unit, it requested
assistance from Cabo Verde, which has a wellestablished structure for the involvement
of its
diaspora.
In giving more importance to the role and contribution of
the diaspora in the country’s socio-economic development, the Government of Seychelles, with the support of
the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), is
expected to develop a national policy as it intensifies its
diaspora engagement.

The meeting held annually allows the members of the
Committee to be apprised on the progress of the long
term technical assistance to provide support towards the
implementation of the EPA Programme in Seychelles.

The Seychelles Mission in Delhi, India, visits
the Chandigarh University in Punjab

Bilateral Affairs in full preparation for the
World Government Summit

Ambassador Selby Pillay visited the Chandigarh University
(CU) in Punjab.

Ms. Patsy Moustache, Director for Bilateral Affairs giving pointers to
Mr. Jean-Luc Louise, Third Secretary and Desk Officer for UAE.

At the invitation of the Chandigarh University in Punjab,
High Commissioner Selby Pillay attended the “Meet The
Excellency” Programme on 22-23 February 2022. He met
the Higher Management and discussed the Ambassador’s
Scholarship Scheme.

“The Rising Blue Waters. Governments Combating
Climate Change” was the theme for this year’s 8th edition
of the World Government Summit (WGS) hosted in
Dubai, UAE. The Summit which was attended by the
President, First Lady, Minister Radegonde and other
Ministers attracted a total of 4,000 participants.

An MOU between the University and Seychelles High
Commission was signed; and both sides will explore possibilities of further collaboration. The High Commissioner
participated in other activities organised by the University
and was interviewed by the media students of the
University about the Seychelles education system.

In preparation for the Summit, Ms. Patsy Moustache,
Director for Bilateral Affairs, provided guidance to
Mr. Jean-Luc Louise, Third Secretary in the Division, in
concluding the country brief.
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...Continued from previous page
Honouring Our Late Minister
Danielle de St Jorre

The Protocol Chauffeur Unit
Strategises for the Week Ahead

Mr. John Figaro, Head Protocol Chauffeur (far right),
chairing his weekly meeting with the Protocol Chauffeurs

A busy week ahead for the Protocol Chauffeur Unit.
The Head Protocol Chauffeur, Mr. John Figaro, meets
with his team of Chauffeurs to strategise for a week filled
with visits, accreditations and other duties. This strategic
approach enables the Protocol Chauffeurs to deliver
their duties effectively.

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Economic Planning and Environment
(1989-1997)

This year FAD takes a moment to pay tribute to a great
woman. Danielle de St Jorre, known by many as
‘Madame de St Jorre’, served as Minister for Foreign
Affairs from 1989 to 1997, the year of her passing.

The Human Resources, Budget Management
and Administration Division Hard At Work

Her contribution to the development of Seychelles and
to the influence of Seychelles diplomacy remains exemplary and our thoughts turn to her today with gratitude,
admiration and much sympathy.
She was in the forefront in the fight for the preservation
of the environment, the plights of Small Island Developing States, and the promotion of the
Creole
language and cultural heritage, through the Kreol
Festival.
She will forever be known as Seychelles very own
Iron Lady.

Mrs. Katesine Rose (left) and Ms. Belinda Mirabeau (right)

Staff of the HRBMA Division putting up a case for the
attention of the Public Service Bureau.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

FAD goes Digital

Authentication services
Authentication Services for various documents will be
processed every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday ONLY.
Documents will not be processed
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Consular Officers will receive clients needing
assistance with Consular matters
on appointments ONLY.
No walk-ins will be permitted.
For further information/queries and to book an appointment, kindly contact 4283584 or 4283603
between 8 am to midday and 1 pm to 4 pm.

Our System Support Manager, Mr. Jonathan Bonnelame,
ensures that the planning , coordination and execution of
IT-related activities are done in line with existing DICT
protocols as FAD moves into the digital world.
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The Diplomatic Circle
Introducing the New Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps

Ambassadors of Foreign States
accredited to Seychelles
During the first quarter of 2022, FAD welcomed the
Ambassador of the Republic of Portugal based in
Maputo, H.E. Mr. António Costa Moura and the High
Commissioner of the Republic of South Africa,
H.E. Dr Hlamalani Nelly Manzini on their accreditation
visit to Seychelles.
Ambassador António Costa Moura presented his Credentials to the President on 23 February 2022.

Ambassador GUO Wei, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of
China and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps

High Commissioner Hlamalani Nelly Manzini presented
her Credentials to the President on 29 February 2022.

Ambassador GUO Wei became the new Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps following the end of tenure of the
Ambassador of the Republic of Cuba to the Republic of
Seychelles and Former Dean of the Diplomatic Corps,
H.E. Juan Humberto Macia Pino.
Ambassador GUO was accredited as Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of
Seychelles on 23 October 2018.

DID YOU KNOW

Ambassador António Costa Moura (Left) and High
Commissioner Hlamalani Nelly Manzini (Right)

The Diplomatic Corps

Chargé d’Affaires of Japan and
WHO representative bid Farewell

The diplomatic corps is the body of diplomatic staff
posted to a particular state.
The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps
In most countries, the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps is
the most Senior Diplomatic Representative of the
Diplomatic Corps who is resident in a given country.
In Switzerland, by tradition, the representative of the
Holy See, the Apostolic Nuncio, is recognised as the
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps.
In Seychelles, Seniority is determined by the date of the
presentation of Credentials to the President.

Ambassador Makoto Tominaga (Left)
and Dr. Tenin Gakuruh (Right)
The Chargé d'Affaires e.p. of Japan to the Republic of
Seychelles, Ambassador Makoto Tominaga, paid a
farewell visit to Minister Radegonde on 09 March
2022, as he ends his three-year tenure in Seychelles.

A diplomat is not worthy of the name unless
he can say ‘no’ and make the other person
like it—or at least not be offended by it.

The WHO Representative for Seychelles, Dr. Teniin
Gakuruh, also ended her tenure earlier this year.

-Margery Wilson-

The Honorary Consul, Michael Joachim Bluemner,
recently relinquished his position as Honorary Consul
of the Republic of Namibia to the Republic of
Seychelles.
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La Place de La Langue Française
Depuis 1970, le monde francophone se regroupe autour
de l’Organisation internationale de la francophonie, une
agence transnationale qui vise à promouvoir le français,
mais aussi à tisser des valeurs communes et des liens de
coopération entre les 88 États et Gouvernements qui la
composent. Une vision que les Seychelles partagent avec
l’organisation francophone.

Pensez-vous que langue française a sa place à côté de nos
deux autres langues nationales ?
« Même si la langue française est l’une de nos trois
langues nationales, elle n’est malheureusement loin
d’être égale par rapport au créole et à l’anglais.
A mon avis, les Seychellois comprennent parfaitement cette langue de Molière mais ils hésitent de la
pratiquer. Ce problème prend souvent racine dans
la timidité ou dans un manque de confiance en soi.
Le français mérite bel et bien sa place dans notre
société alors il ne faut pas avoir peur, il suffit de
faire l’effort et apprendre par ses fautes. »
Ms. Marion Etienne,
Responsable du dossier de l’OIF

Drapeau de l’Organisation Internationale
de la Francophonie

En tant que diplomate, quelle est l'importance de la
bonne pratique de la langue ?

Cette année, la francophonie a pour thème « La francophonie de l’avenir : le numérique, l’entreprenariat et
l’environnement ».
Dans son message, la Secrétaire Générale de la Francophonie S.E Mme Louise Mushikiwabo a dit : « Je compte
sur vous les plus jeunes pour déconstruire les clichés et
construire avec nous cette francophonie de l’avenir innovante, décomplexée, multilingue et plus pluriculturelle.»
Le Président Wavel Ramkalawan a pour sa part dit
« Je remercie tous ceux qui, par leur disponibilité et leur
dévouement, encouragent et transmettent la langue française et les valeurs de la francophonie dans notre pays.»
Quant au Ministre Sylvestre Radegonde, il déclare :
« Le français est une importante langue de communication internationale. Bien plus, c’est la langue de nos
ancêtres dont l’usage remonte aux premiers peuplements
en 1770 sur l’ile de Saint Anne. Dans la francophonie, les
Seychelles sont une aire de différence parce que nous
sommes une nation trilingue, avec une culture métissée
dont le développement harmonieux implique la prise en
compte de tous les volets linguistiques, y compris le
français. »
L’Ambassadeur de France aux Seychelles, Son Excellence Monsieur Dominique Mas nous dit que la Francophonie est dans notre ADN et que si nous sommes convaincus de la nécessité de la Francophonie, il faut que
nous ayons le courage de porter ce message et la volonté
de monter des projets dans ce sens.

« En tant que diplomate, j’estime qu’il s’agit d’un
faux débat de dire que les Seychellois ne savent pas
parler le français. Tous Seychellois peu importe
leurs couleurs, religions ou origines, comprennent et
parlent le français à leur façon tout comme d’ailleurs ils parlent le créole et l’anglais. Donc, la
langue française aux Seychelles a toute sa place et
son importance et nous sommes tous fiers de l’avoir
comme langue nationale au même titre que l’anglais
et le créole. » Jacques Belle
« La diplomatie favorise les échanges entre les nations qui utilisent différentes langues pour communiquer. En tant que diplomate chargée des dossiers de
l’Europe de l’Ouest, je communique quotidiennement avec des individus/ interlocuteurs venant de
divers pays de l’Europe, francophone ou anglophone. Ainsi, la maîtrise des deux langues (anglais
et français) est indispensable pour assures que les
communications soient menées correctement. Les
Seychellois doivent s’estimer heureux d’être bilingue
car c’est un grand atout. » - Zenab Kante
« Bien qu'étant l'une des langues nationales des
Seychelles, la langue française n'est pas utilisée
aussi fréquemment qu'elle devrait l'être. Le français
est très important dans mon travail lorsqu'il s'agit
d'assurer la liaison avec d'autres pays francophones; il y a souvent des réunions, des conférences
et la rédaction de documents qui se font en
français » - Nathalie Young

« Je dois admettre que, même si nous faisons partie
de la famille francophone, le français n'est pas aussi
courant que le créole et l'anglais dans notre vie quotidienne. Cependant, en tant que diplomate, je trouve
que le français est toujours bien présent, car je collabore avec des pays et des organisations qui ont le
français comme langue de travail officielle. » Travis Payet
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A Call To All Seychellois Diaspora
The term Diaspora is becoming quite the “it” word in our
vocabulary, but what is “Diaspora?” According to Oxford
Learner’s Dictionaries, diaspora is the movement of
people from any nation or group away from their own
country; people who have moved away from their own
country.

“Seychelles Values its people working and living abroad!”
is a statement testified through the various presidential and
ministerial visits abroad. Meeting the Seychellois diaspora
has become a top priority on the presidential overseas visit
programmes.

Diaspora is the movement of people from any nation
or group away from their own country; people who
have moved away from their own country.
In his State of the Nation Address (SONA), on Tuesday
22 February 2022, President Ramkalawan reiterated the
call to the Seychellois diaspora to contribute towards the
socio-economic development of their homeland – Seychelles.
Diaspora in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

In 2021, FAD established a new Unit dedicated to the
engagement with the Seychellois diaspora. The Unit is
responsible for developing means and modes of engagement with the diaspora through facilitation and coordination with local stakeholders and the public. The Diaspora
Unit has the mandate to support various sectors and partners involved in building a stronger relationship with the
diaspora community for the country’s socio-economic
development.
In March 2022, the Diaspora Unit celebrated its first year
of existence. The Unit has recently recorded a total of
1,258 registered Seychellois diaspora. It is estimated that
there are around 100,000 Seychellois living abroad,
equivalent to the number of Seychellois residing in
Seychelles.

Diaspora in Brest, France

Total Number of Diaspora Registered To Date:

1, 253
For the smooth functioning of the Unit, a strong
implementation plan has been mapped out per phase. To
date, the forward plan for the public has been:
Diaspora in Paris, France


The free online registration on FAD’s official
website. All Seychellois diaspora are welcome to
register; the information gathered will remain strictly
confidential. The process aims to compile a master
database needed to identify the skills and expertise of
our diaspora.



Furthermore, the Diaspora Unit has created a page on
Facebook – Seychelles Diaspora Unit. This is an
unofficial/informal platform where Seychellois
diaspora of different professional backgrounds can
engage with FAD and discuss practical ways to
enhance their role.

The Unit remains committed to further enhance its
mandate through its work by holding various meetings
with local and international stakeholders.

Diaspora in Brussels, Belgium

Register Now!
on our online platform on www.mfa.gov.sc or get into contact
with the Diaspora Unit on e-mail address: diaspora@mfa.gov.sc or call the hotline: +248 2727077.
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Five Minutes with A Diplomat
Additionally, the transferable skills
(research and analytical skills) I have
gained from my studies have proven
advantageous when collecting, reporting and producing documents detailing Seychelles' relations with bilateral
partners.
LA: What do your responsibilities at
the workplace consist of?

Nisha Serret
The Public Diplomacy Unit met with
Ms Nisha Serret, Third Secretary in
the Bilateral Affairs Division. Nisha
has been working at FAD for the past 3
years.
Louisa Agricole: Hi Nisha! How are
you doing today?
Nisha Serret: Hi Louisa! I am very
well thank you. Ready for the week
ahead.
LA: Describe a day in your life as a
diplomat.
NS: The fir st thing in the morning
would be to read about current international affairs. As the day proceeds,
there would be communications with
counterparts from overseas and local
ministries to follow up and push for
any pending cooperation issues. I
might also draft a few official diplomatic notes or documents needed.
Often there are meetings I attend, and
some days there are none. Finally,
always expect the unexpected, as
anything can come up at any time.

NS: I coordinate and manage
Seychelles ‘relations with bilateral
partners in line with the countries that
fall under my responsibility (35 countries) in ensuring the effective monitoring and follow up of programmes
and projects supported by these countries. Additionally, I regularly prepare
and update briefs and talking points
according to my respective dossiers.
Often, I am also required to assist in
preparing memoranda on Seychelles’
position on current affairs in line with
the dossier under my responsibility.
As a bilateral officer, I also prepare
for visits of foreign delegations and
ambassadors in Seychelles and accompany them when and where necessary.
I also enjoy motivating and facilitating
cooperation and exchanges between
both parties, which is of great benefit
to Seychelles.
LA: What do you enjoy most about
your work at the department?
NS: I think what I enjoy most is
working with my counterparts from
overseas. I have an excellent working
relationship with my colleagues from
some of my core and most active
countries.

This often ensures fast and efficient
communication in advancing cooperation issues between our respective
countries.
LA: As you are faced with a lot of
responsibilities. How do you manage
your time and allow some “me”
time? What do you do during your
“me” time?
NS: Honestly, it never gets easier, as
anything can pop up anytime. However,
to get me through the heavy daily
workload, I always prepare a to-do list
the previous day to carry me through
the next day. Of course, sometimes
urgent matters arise that you have to
deal with immediately. But my to-do
list helps a lot.
“Work hard, stay focused
and never let anyone belittle your
dreams or aspirations.”
I also have a list of any regular visits or
accreditations that would enable me to
prepare beforehand. You will always
find me at the gym during my “me
time”, as it is my form of de-stress. I
also enjoy photography and reading.
LA: Additional word of advice for
aspiring diplomats.
NS: Work hard, stay focused and
never let anyone belittle your dreams or
aspirations. When I was in Secondary
School, I wrote an essay about my
goals and aspirations, and one of them
was that after my University studies,
I would be working for my country's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; a decade

ME AND MY GUITAR

LA: What is your educational background and how has it equipped you
for your current post?

I picked up the guitar late in life at the age of 18.
I felt it was essential to have a creative
outlet. I spent an untold number of hours
practicing.

NS: I hold a Bachelor's degree in International Relations from the University
of Nottingham. My educational background has equipped me with the
knowledge and specific skills needed
to handle daily duties. My interpersonal skills allow me to work closely with
a group of countries in ensuring
Seychelles maintains good relations
with these countries.

Over the years and started meeting other musicians at university, where I gigged lightly for
singers needing a guitarist.
I returned to Seychelles to find a very active
music scene and ‘jam’ with a few singers and
musicians; however, it is difficult to find time to
perform seriously and regularly.
If I were to give up my day job, I would undoubtedly be found playing at some local venues
with other musicians.
My hero and idol is Despilly Williams.
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Jeremy Radegonde

Our Most Valuable Asset - Our Staff
Earlier this year, FAD welcomed its new Accounts Team following the decentralization of Accounts staff to their
respective MDAs. The team is headed by our Financial Controller, Mrs. Bessy Banane.

Mrs. Bessy Banane

Mrs. Gisele Walters

Financial Controller
Accounts Section

Assistant Accountant
Accounts Section

Ms. Bianca Simeon
Accounts Technician
Accounts Section

Ms. Shanti Oreddy
Accounts Technician
Accounts Section

New Social Committee Elected
In its attempt to motivate the staff of the Department after over a
year of restrictions, the management decided to reactivate the
Social Committee.
Each Division nominated an officer to be a member of the Committee. The following are the members:
Executive members
Mr. Jency Marie—Chairman
Mrs. Ketesine Rose—Vice-Chairman
Mrs. Gisele Walters—Treasurer
Ms. Raphaella Guy—Secretary
Ordinary Members: Ms. Myra Ciseaux, Ms. Evita August, Ms
Juana Alcindor, Ms. Nathalie Young, Mr. Mario Lepathy,
Ms. Beryl Pillay.

The Executive Members of the Social Committee and
some of its Ordinary Members

Protocol and Etiquette Corner

Seychelles’ Dress Code
Casual
Smart Casual
Semi Formal
Formal

Formal Attire: For National Events, International Meetings and Meetings at State House
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